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wi House and riches are the inheritance of fathers, and a pru-
dent wife is from the Lord/' (xix. 14.)
" A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband."   (xii. 4.)
The last chapter of Proverbs contains a glorious alpha-
betical song in praise of the noble wife, beginning with
, the words :
u Whoso findeth a virtuous wife, findeth that her price is far
above rubies."
" She doeth him good and not evil all the days of her life."
(xxxL 10-12.)
The same book is profuse in warnings against any vio-
lation of the purity and sanctity of the conjugal relation
(ii. 16-10 ; v. 8-22 ; vi. 24-35 ; vii. 5-27, and other pas-
sages). On the other hand, the purity of marriage life is
recommended and its happiness praised in the following
figure:
" Drink waters out of thine own cistern, and refreshing waters
out of thine own well.
u Let them be only thine own, and not strangers with thee.
"Let thy fountain be blessed, and rejoice with the wife of
thy youth.—Be thou ravished always with her love." (vs. 15-
19.)"
Similar, also, is the admonition in the book of Eccle-
siastes :
fct Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest." (ix. 6.)
The discourses of the Prophets very often refer to the
conjugal relation. The sacredness of this relation, is there
repeatedly used as a figure to symbolize that relationship
which subsists between God and his people. Thus, Hosea
ii. 21, 22, represents the Lord as concluding a covenant
with Israel, saying :
" And I will betroth thee unto me forever.
Ct I will betroth thee unto me in righteousness, and in judg-
ment, and in loving kindness, and in mercies.
" I will betroth thee unto me in faithfulness."

